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HWEC Morning Service 5 April 2020 

Call to worship Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth. 2 Worship the LORD with 

gladness; come before him with joyful songs. 3 Know that the LORD is God. It is he 

who made us, and we are his; we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 4 Enter his 

gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his 

name. 5 For the LORD is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues 

through all generations. (Ps. 100:1-5 NIV) 

Hymn  103B Praise, my soul, the King of Heaven 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sx1eMwlDFb8 

Prayer of Invocation  

 

O LORD, God from eternity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  There is only one true 
God.  There is none like you in heaven above or on earth beneath, keeping 
covenant and steadfast love for your servants who have been redeemed through 
the precious blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Blessed be the LORD, who has given rest and peace and the privilege of church 
membership.  We thank you that Christ is the head of the church and that we have 
been called the body of Christ.  We thank you at the beginning of the NT church you 
called apostles that through their ministry we might have the revelation of God in 
Christ as we have it today in our NT. 

 
We thank you that we have all 66 books of the Bible to guide us in our worship, in 
our living and that we can find Christ revealed from Genesis to revelation.  We thank 
you that not one word has failed of all the promises, which you have given in your 
word and that today these promises have become yes to us in Jesus Christ.   
LORD our God be with us, as you have been with your church throughout the years.  
Do not leave us or abandon us, but incline our hearts towards you, to walk and 
worship according to your word.  Lord meet with us by your Holy Spirit as we 
worship you today.  Open our hearts that we may know the joy of salvation and that 
we would increase in our knowledge and love of the Lord Jesus Christ in whose 
name we pray.  Amen 
 
Call to Confession 
  

The proof of God’s amazing love is this: While we were sinners, Christ died for us.  
Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive 
mercy and find grace to help in time of need. Trusting in God’s faithfulness and 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sx1eMwlDFb8
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compassion, let us confess our sin before God and one another.—based on Romans 
5:8; Hebrews 4:16, NRSV 
Confession of sin 
  
Eternal God, we confess that often we have failed to be an obedient church:  we 
have not done your will; we have broken your law; we have rebelled against your 
love; we have not loved our neighbours;  we have not heard the cry of the needy. 
Forgive us, we pray.  Free us for joyful obedience.  Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen.  

Assurance of Pardon 

God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died 
for us.  For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the 
kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.  —Romans 5:8; Colossians 1:13-14; Romans 5:1, NIV 

 

Hymn A mighty fortress is our God 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8XUYZoguhEQ 

Announcements Hymn requests live streaming this Sunday 6:30pm by Gerald 

Thursday 7:30pm Bible Study 

Good Friday 10 April 2020 (I will be recording a sermon and preparing an order of 

service for Good Friday) 

Prayer for illumination 

Prepare our hearts O God to hear your word and obey your will.  Through Jesus 
Christ our Lord 

 

Bible Reading  

Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Come 

near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify 

your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Grieve, mourn and wail. Change your laughter to 

mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will 

lift you up. 11 Brothers and sisters, do not slander one another. Anyone who speaks 

against a brother or sister or judges them speaks against the law and judges it. 

When you judge the law, you are not keeping it, but sitting in judgment on it. 12 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8XUYZoguhEQ
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There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able to save and destroy. But 

you-- who are you to judge your neighbor? 13 Now listen, you who say, "Today or 

tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and 

make money." 14 Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is 

your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. 15 

Instead, you ought to say, "If it is the Lord's will, we will live and do this or that." 16 

As it is, you boast in your arrogant schemes. All such boasting is evil. 17 If anyone, 

then, knows the good they ought to do and doesn't do it, it is sin for them. (Jas. 4:7-

17 NIV) 

Intercessory Prayer 

O God, your people have always had their fears.  So we come to you in humility and 
with honesty, naming our own. Lord, we fear the future. What is coming next?  Will 
there be a place for me when I’ve finished with school or college?”  Will there be a 
job for me when I’ve finished my education?  Will there be a new job for me?  Will 
there be safe places for our children?”  “Will I die in peace and with dignity?”  Lord 
help us to trust you for our future.  Will there be liberty to worship freely in this 
country in the decade to come? 

Lord, we fear the pain that comes with illness and broken bones and aging. Some of 
us wonder how we’re going to make it through more treatment and medication.  
Some of us wonder how we can possibly face chronic illness. Some of us wonder if 
prayers for healing even reach your throne. Physical pain frightens us.  Lord help us 
to trust you with our health in the future. 

Lord, as a church, we wonder about our ministries and outreach. What if they don’t 
“work”? What if outreach and nurturing your people in the faith don’t produce 

results?  Lord help us to trust the future of our church into your hands. 

We fear the dependence we have to have on your Spirit to be the one to breathe 
life into Christians and non-Christians.  We want our plans to succeed immediately.  
Lord help us to reside in the strength of Christ and the Holy Spirit. 

Lord, we are afraid of people who are different from us: those more powerful than 
us, those from different theological backgrounds, those smarter than us, those with 
different personalities.  How do we talk to these people, O God? How do we make 
peace with them?  Lord help us to trust you to give us the love and heart for others.  
Help us to rejoice in the gifts you have given others.  

Lord, we have friends and family members whom we deeply love but who do not 
know you.  We are afraid for their salvation.  We have prayed for so long and see no 
sign of answered prayer.  Lord help us to trust in your grace and mercy. 
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We admit, O God, that we’re fearful of stillness and quiet. It seems as if the last 
thing we want to do is slow down and be attentive to you.  Help us not to shy away 
from quiet times, from the simplicity of prayer, Scripture, and your presence. It 
seems, O God, that, in the busyness of countless opportunities and activities we are 

afraid to say no. 

And for all those fears for which we cannot name, we come to you, O God.  Those 
we cannot name because they’re either unknown or unspeakable, receive them in 
our silence. 

We are fearful so often, O Lord, because in our encounters with sin and evil we find 
ourselves weak and poor. We thank you so much then, our heavenly Father for your 
actions and for your words—  for love and the promise of nearness, which are our 
strength and our riches.  Help us so that our hearts are not troubled Help us to 
believe in God our Father, in your Son Jesus Christ and the blessed Holy Spirit whom 
you have given t us.  Hear our prayer, calm our fears in Christ’s name we pray.   

Lord we fear for the world.  There seems to be no good end to this Pandemic.  LORD 
hold us in Your hand that through this time of isolation and stillness that we may 
hear your voice.  Help us to make use of this extra time, to pray, to read your Word, 
to read material that builds us up in our faith. May we prosper spiritually and grow 
in our faith and trust in you.  For Christ the Saviour’s sake in whose name we pray. 

Amen 

 
Hymn  Before the throne of God above 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qJZrmqPwKCM 

 

Sermon 

Hymn  Onward Christian Soldiers 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vhiHoqp0neU 

 

Benediction 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qJZrmqPwKCM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vhiHoqp0neU

